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1. Introduction: On declaring ‘Independence’ the Biafran Authorities withdrew all the Nigerian stamps that were 
on issue to Post Offices and Postal Agencies, although Nigerian stamps continued to be used sparingly and were not 
invalidated. The supply of Nigerian commemoratives and the basic 4d local letter first-step rate stamp in any case 
had been constrained in the Eastern Region. Later Nigerian stamp stock captured in Benin was added to the 
withdrawn stock. Postage Paid cachets were rushed out as an expedient replacement for the stamps. Likewise, use 
of postal cancellers with ‘Nigeria’ in their wording was avoided. It took just over eight months for Biafran stamps to 
be issued.        

 
2. Independence Issue: Biafra’s first specially printed adhesives were 2d, 4d and 1/- duties printed by the Mint in 
Portugal and issued on 5th February 1968. These related to the basic first weight step duties for printed paper, letter, 
and, as a make-up rate, registered post respectively. They remained available and in use through to the demise of 
Biafra, and are today still available mint in wallpaper quantities. Colours vary and shift resulting in varieties with 
indeterminate sheet positions; a white dot at the location of Calabar exists. The colours of the flag on the 4d are 
very mobile! The single 2d used alone is scarce and survives mostly used in pairs to form the 4d letter rate. Likewise, 
the used 1/- duty is rare and mostly found used in combination with other duties. Ranges of genuinely postmarked 
examples of use of the 2d & 4d stamps are shown. The 1/- stamp lacks varieties.  
 
3. ‘Sovereign Biafra’ Overprints: This section opens with a rare Harrisons Presentation Proof card and other elusive 
Harrisons and Biafran Government Printer’s proofs and trials. Strangely these were issued on 1st April 1968, nearly 
eight weeks after the Independence issue. A combination of stocks of the Nigerian ‘Animals’ definitives, withdrawn 
from post offices and agencies within Biafra and acquired when Biafran troops captured Benin in Mid-West Nigeria 
in August 1967, were used for overprinting with the Biafran Coat of Arms and ‘Sovereign Biafra’ in red and black. 
Printing was by the Government Printer partly in Enugu and after the loss of Enugu also in Aba. All duties from 1/2d 
to £1 were overprinted but in very varying numbers: the 2d (4,200), 4d (4,200) and 1/- (3,000) duties are the 
scarcest. Varieties abound as parts of the overprint are missing (ie colours missing) or doubled on the 11/2d, 1/3d, 
2/6d, 5/- and £1 duties, the overprint shifts within most sheets, and offsets and their variants exist on the 1d, 6d & 
9d duties: examples are displayed including sheets of the 5/- duty with red and black doubled. The 1/2d is shown 
with a corner bent in front of the overprint and with a larger ‘SOVEREIGN’. An extra line added to the overprint bar 
on the 10/- duty is shown. Just how extensively these overprints were available throughout Biafra is questionable. 
Usage alone is uncommon, and in combination with the Biafra Independence issue a little more common.  
  
4. First Anniversary of Independence Issue: This macabre ‘realities of war’ set was designed by S Okeke, a Biafran 
artist, and printed again by the Mint in Lisbon. It comprised 4d, 1/-, 2/6d, 5/- and 10/- duties with an eye on revenue 
generation as the higher values had little relationship to postal rates but also reflected inflation. Strangely, no 
printed paper rate denomination was included. Varieties of the adhesives are shown including an unrecorded and 
believed unique perforation shift on a block of the 1/- duty, as well as on that duty the loss of background and the 
broken cross outline varieties. The 5/- appears to have been most susceptible to varieties in the form of missing 
colours and perforation shifts. The 4d duty was widely used within Biafra but not the other duties. Most high value 
usage is philatelic.    
 
5. Second Anniversary of Independence Issue (30th May 1969): This ‘Child in Chains’ issue comprised 2d, 4d, 1/- & 
2/6d duties with a strange Italian artistic comma interpretation of the shilling symbol. As shown, this issue is 
notorious for printer’s progressive and colour proofs, and for imperforate examples often in blocks of varying 
configuration. The missing green variety on the 4d duty is shown.  This was the first issue to have an associated 
miniature sheet for which progressive and imperforate proofs exist. The actual miniature sheets are numbered and 
occur imperforate to perforated in the ratio of 1:10. Internal mail franked with this issue is uncommon but philatelic 
covers associated with Mayer exist and the 2/6d duty was often used towards the end of Biafra on external airmail 
sent via Libreville. 

 

6. Pope’s Visit to Africa Issue: Given the numerous people of a Catholic Christian persuasion in Biafra, this August 
1969 issue was seen as of significant importance and may have had propaganda undertones. Imperforate 
progressive and colour proofs and ‘Specimens’ in blocks of four are displayed (Biafra’s only Specimens). Colour 



variations in both hue (the 3/- duty) and in shade (most duties) exist. Again, proofs of, and imperforate and perforate 
numbered versions of a 10/- miniature sheet exist in both red and dull plum hues. Examples used are elusive and 
nearly all philatelic, often created with the help of Father Mayer or Archbishop Patterson.  As shown, one should be 
aware of CTO examples but the cancellations were often applied within Biafra. The need to generate revenue and 
especially foreign exchange had now come to the fore.   
 

7. ‘Help Biafran Children’ Charity Issue: From this issue on we enter the realms of issues that did not see any 
genuine use, were often overprints and abound with double or inverted overprints aimed primarily at the philatelic 
market. A stock of First Anniversary of Independence stamps was overprinted ‘HELP BIAFRAN CHILDREN’ and had 
the denominations of 4d, 1/-, 2/6d, 5/- and 10/-. The issue date is believed to be 30th May 1968 so around the same 
time as the First Anniversary of Independence issue. Examples are shown with the overprint inverted, doubled and 
raised on several denominations. The 10/- has a striking green missing from the Biafran flag variety. CTO examples 
are the only proxies for used examples shown.     
 

8. Biafra France Friendship Issue: This occurred also in 1968 at an unknown date but possibly before the ‘Help 
Biafran Children’ Charity issue. France was a major supplier of arms and while not being one of the five countries 
that recognised Biafra did provide covert help. Surplus Nigerian 1/2d and 1d Animals definitive stamps were 
overprinted. As shown, overprints occur double, inverted, double with one inverted, and with the ‘5/-‘ value missing. 
The bars in the overprint also vary. Problematic used blocks are included.  
 

9. Butterflies and Plants Issue: Issued on 2nd September 1968 but only outside Biafra, this is the most attractive 
Biafran issue design-wise. Artwork is known to exist but not shown here. Denominations were 4d, 1/6d, 2/6d & 5/- 
and unsurprisingly perfect CTO examples exist but no recorded varieties.  
 

10. Olympic Games Overprint: The Butterflies and Plants issue must have been over-ordered as it was overprinted 
‘MEXICO OLYMPICS / 1968’ on all four denominations. Whether this occurred in late 1968 or a bit later is open to 
conjecture. The overprint occurs inverted on the 1/6d duty, all duties have a weak side to the ‘8’ of ‘1968’, and the 
overprint is weak on the 5/- duty but these varieties are not shown.  
 
Lastly, come three issues that have never been catalogued, never issued in Biafra, and never seen local 

postal use. 

11.  Christmas 1969 Peace on Earth Overprint: The 4d, 6d, 9d & 3/- duties of the August 1969 Pope’s Visit to Africa 
issue were overprinted ‘CHRISTMAS 1969 / PEACE ON / EARTH / AND GOODWILL / TO ALL MEN’ and issued on 17th 
December 1969, just over three weeks before Biafra was to collapse. The miniature sheet was also overprinted 
‘CHRISTMAS 1969’ and revalued to £1.  
 
12. Save Biafra – 9th of January 1970 Overprint: All duties of the Second Anniversary of Independence issue and the 
miniature sheet in both perforated and imperforated versions were overprinted in red with ‘SAVE / BIAFRA / 9th JAN 
/ 1970’ plus a red cross and a revaluation of the stamp (the ‘9th JAN / 1970’ was reversed on the 4d). The 2d was 
revalued 8d, 4d became 1/4d, 1/- became 4/-, 2/6d became 10/-,  and the 10/- miniature sheet became £1. Fittingly 
on each a black frame was overprinted round the image as Biafra was to surrender three days after this stamp issue. 
Versions and shades of the miniature sheet are shown.      
 

13. Human Rights and UN Emblem Overprint:  6d and 9d duties of the Pope’s Visit to Africa stamps overprinted 
‘HUMAN RIGHTS’ and with the UN Emblem emerged after the collapse of Biafra. Both duties occur with inverted 
overprints and the 6d with the overprint inverted and doubled. Make what you will of this issue! 
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